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WELCOME 

Dear Year 7 Student,

Welcome to Edgar Wood Academy.

As your new Headteacher, I am looking forward to welcoming you as our first ever

Year 7 and I am very excited that you have chosen to be part of our new school.

Edgar Wood Academy is a brand-new school and we have high expectations of

our students; we will support and help you in every way we can to achieve the best

you can. We want you to be proud to represent Edgar Wood Academy, come to

school every day, and respect your teachers, support staff and other students. In

short, we want you to get involved and participate in all aspects of school life.

Whilst you might be excited to leave your primary school and come to Edgar

Wood Academy, it is understandable that you might be a little nervous too.

Secondary school life is a little different, but we will help you, and you can help

yourself by arriving to school on time, wearing the correct uniform, bringing all

your equipment and completing all your work to the best of your ability.

As our first ever Year 7 there is so much to look forward to – new friends, new

subjects, new teachers and a brand-new school building with excellent facilities. In

order to create a special school environment, I want you to get involved with lots

of extra-curricular activities, which will result in a graduation ceremony with the

Children’s University. 

We hope this booklet gives you useful information about the school and helps you

settle in. Please take time to look at it with your parents and carers before you join

us in September.

Finally, I look forward to getting to know you and helping you to learn new things

and achieve the very best you can.

Yours Faithfully,

Marcin Kojder,

Headteacher



The Technology Centre

The Hopwood Theatre

Animal Management Farm

Dear Parents and Carers,

It is an honour and a privilege to be your child’s new Headteacher from September

2021.

In short, my commitment as Headteacher at Edgar Wood Academy is to deliver an

outstanding, comprehensive education for all our students. With the ongoing staff

appointments, we are building a very special team of staff who will work to

support your child.

Our mission is to ensure that all students achieve the best possible start in their

lives and gain the knowledge and skills which will enable them to flourish in later

education, employment and adult life. This is at the heart of everything we do. As

part of the Altus Education Partnership, we are able to ensure strong links to

Rochdale Sixth Form College, one of the highest performing colleges in the

country. This will involve educational visits and taster sessions with staff, as well as

involvement with enrichment sessions in different subject areas.

In our first year will be based in our temporary site at Hopwood Hall College and I

am delighted to confirm that we are able to use a number of their facilities, such as

the Astroturf sports pitches. We will also use some of the following areas as part

of our enrichment programme over the year:

I am looking forward to personally welcoming you and your child to Edgar Wood

Academy and I hope you will be proud members of the school community. There

are many opportunities for our new students to contribute to school life through

their involvement in a wide range of experiences beyond the extracurricular

opportunities we have, such as listening to guest speakers; our careers programme

which starts in Year 7; trips and positions of responsibility on the student council.

This booklet is intended to help your child settle in quickly and give them useful

information about Edgar Wood Academy. Please take time to read it with your

child before they join us in September.

I hope your child will be very happy at Edgar Wood Academy and that you, as

parents and carers, will also enjoy your time here. I look forward to getting to

know your child and meeting you in due course.

Yours Faithfully,

Marcin Kojder,

Headteacher



OUR STAFF 

Stephanie Jackson-Horner: Assistant Headteacher with

responsibility for Pastoral Care and SEND.

Becky Worth: Assistant Headteacher with responsibility for

Pastoral Care and Raising Aspirations.

Barry Young: Head of Mathematics and Numeracy.

Yasmin Ariff: Head of English and Literacy.



Zara Pollard: Head of Humanities.

Callum Francis: Head of Science.

Rachel Dunn: Head of Creative Arts.



Parents/Carers information evening: Monday 28 June, 6 - 7.30pm at

Rochdale Sixth Form College.

Student transition day: Tuesday 6 July 2021

Key Dates for Transition

If you have any queries regarding transition please contact Stephanie Jackson-

Horner, Assistant Headteacher: S.Jackson-Horner@edgarwood.org.

 

Term dates

Autumn Term: Tuesday 7 September - Thursday 16 December 2021

Half Term Holiday: Monday 25 October 2021 - Friday 29 October 2021

Spring Term 2022: Tuesday 4 January - Friday 8 April 2022

Half Term Holiday: Monday 21 February - Friday 25 February 2022

Summer Term 2022: Monday 25 April - Thursday 21 July 2022

Half Term Holiday: Monday 30 May - Friday 3 June 2022

 

Training dates

Thursday 2 September 2021

Friday 3 September 2021

Monday 6 September 2021

Friday 22 July 2022

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

mailto:S.Jackson-Horner@edgarwood.org


UNIFORM 

Branded black blazer available at a local supplier detailed below.

White shirt (worn tucked in, with all buttons fastened).

School tie (which must be worn up to the neck).

Black V neck jumper.

Black trousers with black socks.

Branded skirt with black tights or black socks (up to the ankle).

Formal black flat shoes – no branding, deep treads or trainers.

Policy
The uniform policy of Edgar Wood Academy is that all students wear school

uniform. We believe that a smart, well-presented uniform indicates a willingness to

follow the school rules and is good preparation for learning. It also shows that our

students are proud to be part of Edgar Wood Academy, representing our school

and exemplifying our high standards to the local community. Students are

expected to maintain a smart, conventional and business-like appearance.

Edgar Wood Academy expects that parents will accept and support this uniform

policy for their children.

School Uniform
Edgar Wood Academy is delighted with our smart new uniform and it comprises

the following items:

Edgar Wood Academy seeks support from parents/ carers in ensuring that the

length of the skirts is appropriate. Skirts should not be rolled up at the top or

shortened from the purchased length at the bottom.

Hairstyles
Hairstyles are expected to be smart and a natural colour. Patterns or lines cut into

hair or eyebrows are not acceptable.

Hair must be worn in a style that does not impair vision and allows the student’s

face to be visible.

Jewellery
Students are allowed to wear a wristwatch and plain stud earrings. We ask that

watches and plain stud earrings should not exceed a value of £20.

Make Up
Students will not be allowed to wear makeup in Years 7, 8 and 9. In Years 10 and 11

it must be subtle, as deemed appropriate by members of staff. For health and

safety reasons, nail polish, acrylic nails and false eyelashes are not permitted.



Branded short sleeve PE top.

Black PE shorts.

Black football socks.

Trainers (no plimsoll style shoes).

Shin pads.

Branded long sleeve outdoor PE top. 

Black tracksuit bottoms.

Football boots (for football).

Outdoor Wear

Edgar Wood Academy does not specify a specific coat. However, we do ask that

the coat reflects the school ethos, this means no denim or garments

inappropriately decorated with logos or slogans.

 

Physical Education Uniform

Optional

Edgar Wood Academy uniform supplier:

Broadbents of Middleton,

65 Long St, Middleton, Manchester M24 6UN.

Tel. 0161 643 5193

https://www.broadbentsofmiddleton.co.uk/

https://www.broadbentsofmiddleton.co.uk/


Tutor Periods

At Edgar Wood we have 'Someone for Everyone', this means everyone in the

school has a ‘go to person’ should they need any help, have a question or just need

to have a chat to help solve a problem. You will see you form tutor every morning.

This person is your go-to person, so if you have any issues, worries or concerns

you will see them at the start of each day to ask them for help. They are available

throughout the day if you need them. They will always be there for you! 

In form time you will complete a range of activities as a group, these may be

activities to get to know the people in your form. Some children in your form you

may know from primary school, but we have children joining us from several

primary schools so there will be lots of new faces. Don’t worry if you are coming

from a primary school by yourself, so are lots of other children, you will make

friends in no time. Other activities you may do in form time are reading, Maths,

quizzes, subject challenges, assembly or learning about the news and the world

around us. 

Organisation of the school day

You will be given a timetable on your first day and your form tutor will help you

read it and start to learn where you will need to be and when. The table below is an

example of a typical day at Edgar Wood Academy.

Our breakfast club is available from 8.00am.



After form time, you have different teachers for each of your different subjects.

You will also have different subjects on each day, which is one of the biggest

differences from primary school. You will know what you are doing each day by

using your timetable and it is your responsibility to make sure you have the right

equipment for the right day but also that you are at the right lesson at the right

time. Teachers will help you and make sure you know where you are going. One

advantage you have in coming to Edgar Wood Academy is that you will be the

only year group in the school, this means there won’t be older children around and

you will get to have all the fantastic opportunities and brand new equipment just

for Year 7. Remember everything is brand new in the school, just the same as you!

On days when you have PE you will need to remember your PE kit, you also need

to get into the habit of checking the weather, or at least looking out of the window;

if it is cold and wet on your PE day you need to bring your PE jumper and tracksuit

bottoms so you are not going to be cold going outside for lesson. 

 



SUBJECT INFORMATION  

Mathematics & Numeracy

Our mission at Edgar Wood Academy is to enable you to be successful and

confident in mathematics. Mathematics is a crucial foundation for careers in

science, medicine, engineering and finance, and allows you to be financially aware

in an ever more complex world. Many mathematical concepts can be abstract in

nature, but tackling them allows us to solve problems in a logical way, learning

skills and strategies for the real world. 

The mathematics Year 7 curriculum builds on learning at primary school.

Improving number skills is still a priority with 4 out of the 6 units focusing on this.

You will start with a unit on algebra with quite a lot of new content and some

sophisticated mathematical language. This will help to build your confidence in

mathematics and will allow you to become more articulate when discussing the

subject. There is also a unit on geometry which builds on angle work completed at

primary. 

At all stages of your journey through Edgar Wood Academy, it is important to

relate your learning to future careers and increase aspiration. Mathematics

underpins and drives many successful careers including Edgar Wood’s chosen

profession of architect. Visits to sixth form colleges and universities will be crucial

to this development. You will also have the opportunity to take part in national

challenges to show off your flair for mathematics.



English & Literacy.

At the heart of all our experiences as human beings are stories and that is why we

locate the story at the heart of all English lessons at Edgar Wood Academy. As

human beings we are motivated by stories. The English curriculum is designed with

this exact intention; to foster a love for story telling without compromising

academic rigor and challenge. We aim to read and produce stories, studying some

of the best writers of our time whilst also learning how to deconstruct these stories

so that students understand the craft and technicalities involved in producing a

great story.

We will journey through time and space, reading fiction and non-fiction starting

from Ancient Greece moving through the Renaissance period, the Age of

Enlightenment to the 21st Century. We will imagine new worlds through our own

and others' writing and share different viewpoints through speaking and listening

activities. 

In Year 7, you will study a range of non-fiction and fiction texts, ranging from

Shakespeare to 19th Century literature, modern prose and drama. You will also

cover a collection of thematically linked poems. What we learn in the classroom

will be supported by a range of extra-curricular activities including visits to British

heritage sites, creative writing workshops and writing competitions.

  



Science

“Science is simply the word we use to describe a method of organising our

curiosity.” 

In its basic form, science is the study of the structure and behaviour of the physical

and natural world through observation and experimentation. At Edgar Wood

Academy, we aim to push this further by providing you with opportunities to link

science to other subjects, build scientific skill and cultivate your curiosity for the

world around you. In Year 7 we will explore those building blocks to understand

difficult scientific concepts such as cells, forces and chemical reactions. We will

study all three disciplines (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) using a range of

teaching styles and approaches that will enable you to continually enquire and ask

questions. 

You will also have opportunities to gain hands-on experiences of science using a

range of practicals, educational visits to key innovative scientific institutions and

visits from inspirational scientists from different backgrounds. You will be able to

join our Science Club where you will dissect organs/organisms, perform specialist

science experiments, and think critically to generate hypotheses for important

questions. At Edgar Wood Academy, we hope to build you into ‘young scientists’

of the future!

Humanities

Humanities subjects are vital in helping us to empathise with others. They help us

to think critically, give us powerful knowledge, and allow us to build an ability to

evaluate, analyse and construct balanced arguments. This will empower you to

become active and responsible citizens, and deal with the challenges of modern

society. Studying Humanities at Edgar Wood Academy, you will develop a strong

sense of responsibility towards cultures, environments, local communities and a

sustainable future. 

In Year 7 at Edgar Wood Academy, you will study a variety of religious, social and

political history. Topics include: religious history from the medieval period to the

Victorians, the Industrial Revolution, the Transatlantic Slave Trade and the British

Empire. In Geography, you will study: local geography, oceans, weather and

microclimates. Lastly, in RE you will study the life of Jesus and religious

perspectives about creation and afterlife. Throughout the year, you will explore the

history and practices of the world’s major faiths.

  



Modern Foreign Languages

Learning a language doesn’t only allow us to travel to new countries; it opens up

our minds to different customs and ways of life. Getting to grips with a new

language also increases our understanding of the languages we speak day to day,

be it English or another language you speak at home! 

In Year 7 at Edgar Wood Academy, we will learn French. You will join 274 million

speakers across the world, allowing you to converse in many European countries,

African countries, and even countries in North and South America! It is truly a

global language. 

We will learn to describe ourselves, give opinions on a variety of different topics

and interact with each other. We will be able to talk about what we do and don’t

enjoy doing in school and out and about in town, and we will even be able to

describe all kinds of different holidays. Across the year, you will become more

confident in speaking and understanding spoken French, as well as developing a

strong grasp of the written language.

Creative and Performing Arts

The Creative and Performing Arts Faculty is made up of practical, skills based

subjects that will inspire and excite you. Creative subjects are important because

they teach you important life skills such as confidence, creativity, communication,

co-operation and time management. These skills are transferable to many different

subjects and career pathways. 

The creative and performing arts are made up of mainly practical subjects where

you will experience a variety of different activities as a part of your learning. You

will study Drama and skills for performance, Art and artistic styles and Music and

how to compose. These subjects encourage your self-expression and are fun,

creative outlets! 

As a faculty, we will offer lots of extracurricular clubs for you to get involved with:

Drama and Theatre Club, a whole school production, instrument lessons, Art Club

and many more. We are also hoping to go on many trips and visits to enhance

your learning outside of the classroom including the theatre, art galleries and music

concerts and competitions.



Drama

Drama is an important subject as it teaches you empathy, compassion and

important life skills such as communication and cooperation. Drama at Edgar

Wood Academy is all about building and boosting your confidence. 

In Drama you will develop skills in creating, performing and responding. You will

learn how to work as a part of a team and how to communicate effectively. You

will study different styles of theatre and have a go at performing as different

characters, some from your imagination and others from studied scripts. You will

discover how theatre has evolved through time and you will learn how to review

performances as a part of your response to theatre you have watched. 

Music

Music will inspire you and help you to develop your skills in creativity and

confidence. Music is an important subject as it is in everything we do; it surrounds

us in films, TV shows, adverts, on the radio and even on our phones! 

In Music you will perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of

historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great

composers and musicians. You will learn to sing and to use your voice, to create

and compose music on your own and with others and you will have the

opportunity to learn a musical instrument. 

Art

Art will encourage you to use your imagination and to see the world differently. Art

is an important subject as it teaches you about different perspectives and fosters

your curiosity. 

In lessons, you will learn and develop skills in drawing, painting, sculpture and other

art, craft and design techniques. You will also study great artists, craft makers and

designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art

forms. 



Physical Education

PE at secondary school is a fantastic subject and you may well notice how

different it is to what you did at primary school. This is an opportunity to see your

classmates in a new light, as you will be out in the fresh air, making the most of all

the fantastic facilities and equipment we have. 

You will learn new sports, some of which you haven’t done before and you will

have the opportunity to attend matches, competitions and large scale events

involving all the local schools, in order to try and gain the title of County

Champions! 

You will have two PE lessons per week and will complete different sports in each

lesson. Some of the sports you will take part in are: 

• Softball

• Rounders

• Football

• Tag Rugby

• Orienteering

• Dodgeball

• Trampolining

• Handball

• Basketball

• Athletics (track and field)

• Fitness

PE lessons will be mixed gender and mixed ability and in the lesson you will learn

to take on a variety of roles including performer, coach, umpire/referee and score

keeper. 



Going out of your way to help another student.

Completing work that was challenging for you.

Being helpful in school.

Having all your equipment for the day.

100% attendance.

Giving 100% effort to every task in every lesson.

Lateness to school.

Seeing or hearing your phone on the school site.

Disrespectful actions or choice of words to staff or other students.

Taking days off school unless you are unwell.

Wearing incorrect uniform or missing aspects of uniform (including PE kit).

Forgetting the equipment needed for that day (including PE kit).

Submitting homework late or not at all.

We have the highest of standards at Edgar Wood Academy and we accept only

the very best. Hard work in lessons will lead to great progress and lots of choice

over your future, so your teachers will expect you to be on your best behaviour

every lesson, trying your hardest with all your work, being polite with your choice

of words and actions, encouraging others to make the right choices and having

pride in all you do. 

The positive behaviour system is to reward students for following the Edgar Wood

Academy expectations. Teachers will give you reward points for lots of reasons:

In short, the good things you do mean you will collect more reward points.

Reward points lead to a variety of things: early lunch passes, trips to different

events, big breakfasts, free sports kit, football boots and the list goes on.

If you do not meet our expectations, we will support you to get this right so that

you can fix it and make great progress. Negative points are given for behaviour

that Edgar Wood Academy does not accept:

If you are regularly given negative points, especially for the same reason, it could

lead to detentions at breaktime/ lunchtime or after school.

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR

SYSTEM  



FURTHER KEY INFORMATION
 

Absence

Students of Edgar Wood Academy should aim to have 100% attendance, however

we understand that children sometimes do become unwell. If your child is not well

enough to attend school, then you must call the school reception before 8am

leaving a message stating your child’s full name and the reason for their absence.

Failure to advise the school of your child’s absence before 8.50 may result in a

telephone call from the school.

Medical and dental appointments should not be booked during the school day. For

any emergency appointments, proof such as the letter or appointment card, will

need to be emailed to your child’s Head of Year for their absence to be authorised.

It is your responsibility to inform your child of their appointment prior to the start

of the school day so they can make their way to reception at the appropriate time.

Please do not call or text them during the day as use of a phone on the school site

will lead to it being confiscated. Phones are not allowed to be seen or heard on the

school site.

First Aid

Many staff in school are first aid trained and are there to support your child in any

way they need. If your child has an accident in the day someone from school may

call you to inform you of the situation or ask you to come and collect them if they

are unwell. For this reason, please always ensure the contact details we have for

any next of kin are kept up to date. 

If your child needs to take medication during the day then this will need to be

handed to reception and your child will need to remember the time they are due to

take the next dose and attend reception accordingly.

Spare inhalers and EpiPens need to be given to reception labelled with your child’s

full name for use in an emergency.



strategies as to what to do if as a student they witness something they feel is

wrong.

who to report it to.

how to support the child/ren who are upset. 

what to say and do for the best.

specific education around mental health, self-confidence and wellbeing to

demonstrate why kindness is always the best method. 

Always bring everything you need for the day with you.

Have fun and get involved.

Make lots of new friends.

Don’t be worried if you are not in the same form as your primary school friends,

you will soon make lots of new friends.

Join clubs, they are really fun.

Don’t be afraid to talk to teachers or ask for help.

Do your homework the day you get it.

Note your homework down in your homework planner.

Remember to pack the correct books each day.

Bring a water bottle to school to use throughout the day.

Smile.

Try to get lots of reward points.

Make sure your uniform is correct. 

Make sure you have your PE kit on the right days.

Be polite to other students and staff.

If you can’t find your way to a room, ask a teacher.

Have fun!

Bullying

Edgar Wood Academy takes bullying reports extremely seriously and takes a

proactive approach. This means rather than allowing the bullying to happen and

then dealing with the consequences we teach students through an ongoing

programme about Anti -Bullying. This includes:

As a school we are also part of the Diana Foundation, established by Princess

Diana. This charity attends school regularly throughout the year leading workshops

for students, either whole classes or specific groups, delivering assemblies but also

training Anti-Bullying ambassadors in a recognised qualification covering topics

including social media, self-worth and confidence. 

Supported by HRH The Duke of Cambridge, The Diana Award Anti-Bullying

Campaign engages young people, parents and teachers to change the attitudes,

behaviour and culture of bullying by building skills and confidence to address

different situations, both online and offline. 

Top tips for Year 7


