
 

 

 

16th February 2023 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope you and your family are looking forward to the upcoming half-term break.  
 
A polite reminder that the school will break up for half-term this Friday 17th February 2023 at the 
normal time of 3.00pm and will re-open on Monday 27th February 2023. This has been a long, but 
incredibly successful half-term. Highlights have included the Lowry Theatre presenting a play to all 
Year 8 students at Edgar Wood Academy, as well as a trip for Year 7 & 8 students to see the Lion King 
at the Palace Theatre in Manchester.   
 

Teachers Strike Day – Tuesday 28th February 2023  
 

You may be aware from media coverage that the NEU Teaching Union have declared strike action for 
a second time, which will take place on Tuesday 28th February 2023. The strike is happening because 
of a national dispute between the Unions and the Government over Teachers’ pay, and not because 
of any issues at our school.  
 
Having conducted a risk assessment, the school will only be open to the following Form Groups: 7A, 
8D and 8R. As with the previous industrial action, those students who are not in school on that day 
will be provided with a paper booklet to complete at home.   
 
I am sorry that you will have to make alternative arrangements for your child at short notice, and/or 
that they will experience further disruption to their education.  I understand that this situation may 
be frustrating and ask that all members of our school community continue to treat each other with 
respect. Edgar Wood Academy remains committed to providing a safe and secure environment for 
our students and delivering high-quality teaching.  
 

We appreciate that students may also not have access to a school meal on that day. Therefore, if you 
are a parent/carer of a Year 7 or 8 child and you would like a free packed lunch for the day, please 
click on the following link, before 12.00pm on Friday 24th February 2023. Packed lunches will be 
available to collect at the end of the school day on Monday 27th February 2023.  
 
Please click here to order a packed lunch for your child.  
 

We are working closely with our staff Union representatives to keep up to date with the situation, and 
I will inform you as soon as possible if arrangements change further.   
 

School Meals 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank all the parents and carers who keep and continue to keep their child’s 
school meal account in credit.  However, in recent months there have been a large number of students 
who have gone into a substantial deficit on ParentPay for their breaktime snacks and school dinners. 
This is now costing the school a significant amount of money.   
 
As we have reported previously, we have had some issues with the software that have now been 
resolved. We are also, over the half-term break, completing the expenditure that has had to be 
recorded manually due to those IT issues and for the students whose account goes into a substantial 

https://forms.office.com/e/bdDFY1BQBw


deficit.  We are also aware that there have been issues with money being added to ParentPay but not 
assigned to school meals.  The school is unable to retrieve this money if it is not assigned correctly, 
therefore, please ensure that funds are added to School Meals and not just onto ParentPay. 
Instructions on ParentPay can be found on our website under the ‘Parents and Carers’ section.   
 
For any parent/carer who has raised queries regarding school meal payments/expenditure, you will 
receive a separate email over the half-term holidays.  All balances will be correct by the end of the day 
on Friday 24th February 2023 in time for your child returning to school on Monday 27th February 2023. 
 
From Monday 27th February 2023, if a child does not have enough credit on their ParentPay account, 
they will not have access to a breaktime snack. Please note that the school opens from 8.00am each 
morning and serves free breakfast in a nice, warm, safe environment. Please feel free to let your child 
come in a little bit earlier and have a free hot bagel or cereal.   
 
Similarly, if a child has more than £10 in arrears, then at lunchtime they will only be able to have a 
sandwich for lunch.  Juice is always provided on the dining tables at break and lunch times, free of 
charge.  If your family needs additional support, please see the section below on free school meals.  
 
School meals cost £2.50 per day, therefore, If your child generally has a snack at break time and a 
school meal at lunch time you will need to add up to £15.00 per week onto their ParentPay account.  
If your child receives free school meals, this does not include snacks, only a school dinner.   
 

Please could we continue to ask parents and carers to add funds to their child’s ParentPay account 
and to keep their account in credit.   
 
Free School Meals  
 

We are very conscious of the cost-of-living crisis currently affecting our local community.  Your child 
may be entitled to a free school meal if you meet certain criteria.  Please note that this information is 
provided to the school confidentially and automatically appears on our IT system.   
 
To find out more information and to apply, please use the link below.  
Free School Meals - apply for Free School Meals | Qualifying benefits – Rochdale Borough Council  
 
Students Contacting Home  
 

Please note that the school rules state that mobile phones must be switched off on entry to the school 
and remain in bags until they leave the building at the end of the day.   Recently, we have had a number 
of students who are texting parents and carers during the day, particularly if they are feeling a little 
unwell.  Often, students will feel unwell early in the morning and by the time they have had some 
breakfast and break with friends, they feel better. We are trying to develop student resilience and 
responsibility by ensuring that they can speak to a trusted adult in school and resolve the situation. 
Although we have a large building, we do have a relatively small teaching and support staff.  Please 
note that parents and carers should not arrive at school to pick up children who have texted them. 
Students will be sent home by pastoral or senior staff if they are clearly not well enough to be in 
school.  
 

Upcoming PSHE Programme  
 

At Edgar Wood Academy we have a firm belief in the value of high quality PSHE (Personal, Social, 
Health and Economic) Education.  These lessons provide information to students on a variety of topics, 
whilst also encouraging them to weigh up different arguments and opinions to form their own views. 

https://www.rochdale.gov.uk/xfp/form/306


It is a vital component of equipping them with the skills to lead happy, healthy and successful adult 
lives.   
  

Across Year 7, students study topics such as families and relationships, democracy, puberty, the value 
of community and the purpose of education.  In Year 8 so far, students have studied identity, being 
critical consumers and personal safety including e-safety.   
  

Next half-term, Year 8 will study relationships and sex education. This will include teaching about 
positive relationships, relationship values, forming and maintaining respectful relationships, consent 
and contraception and parenthood. All lessons take place in a calm and supportive atmosphere, 
underpinned by our school values.   
  

We very much enjoyed discussing our PSHE programme with parents at our Focus Group event last 
year and listened to parents and carers who shared our view that students are better supported when 
school and parents work together. If you would like to talk through this topic further with your child, 
you can find plenty of resources on the NHS website:   
https://www.letstalkaboutit.nhs.uk/other-services/support-for-parents/    
  

We are looking forward to working through this module with our Year 8 students. If you have any 
questions or would like to discuss the content further, the relevant policy can be found on our website 
here.  You are also welcome to contact Becky Worth, Assistant Headteacher either by telephone on 
0161 676 9620 or email at info@edgarwood.org.  Please can we ask that you don’t come to Reception 
asking to speak to her directly. 
  

Staff Recruitment  
 

This term is always a busy period as we look to recruit for the new staff we require for September 
2023. A key part of the recruitment process is to observe prospective teachers in lessons and 
therefore, over the past two weeks, your child will have had different staff teaching them whilst 
existing Edgar Wood staff observe them. As always, the students have been a real credit and many 
external staff have commented on their behaviour and positive attitude. We now have a full 
complement of strong and enthusiastic Teachers for this coming September.  
 
Community Information  
 

Please find attached to this email a series of free courses which may be of interest to families, parents 
and carers. These courses range in length and a full description of what they involve are in the flyers. 
The courses available are:  
 

• Web Development and Introduction to Coding  
• Microsoft Power Bi Desktop Overview 
• Project Management for All  
• Microsoft Power Bi Reporting  

  
Kind regards. 
 

 
 
Marcin Kojder 
Headteacher 

https://www.letstalkaboutit.nhs.uk/other-services/support-for-parents/
https://www.edgarwood.org/79/policies/category/4/student-welfare

